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CONFIDENTIAL MONROVIA 1700 

LIMDIS 

FOR EMBASSY CAPETOWN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LI, SF 

SUBJECT: NEW SOUTH AFRICAN INITIATIVES TO THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA 
REF: A. MONROVIA 1615 (NOTAL) B. MONROVIA 1651 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN AN AFTERNOON MEETING WITH ME MARCH 8, LIBERIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
ITALY (AND NEW AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE TO THE UN) DAVID THOMAS REPORTED 
THAT PRESIDENT TOLBERT, FEARING POSSIBLE ADVERSE PUBLICITY, DOES NOT 
WISH TO TAKE ANY NEW INITIATIVE AT THIS TIME IN OPENING DIALOGUE 

WITH SOUTH AFRICA. TOLBERT TOLD THOMAS THAT ANY FURTHER INITIATIVE 
SHOULD COME FROM THE SOUTH AFRICANS. TOLBERT WOULD GIVE DUE CON- 
SIDERATION TO ANY MESSAGE THE SOUTH AFRICANS MIGHT CHOOSE TO SEND 
THROUGH THOMAS BUT HE PREFERRED THAT THOMAS NOT TRAVEL TO 
SOUTH AFRICA AT THIS TIME. 

2. COMMENT: THOMAS' APPOINTMENT (REF B) AS THE NEW LIBERIAN 
PERMREP TO THE UNITED NATIONS WILL LEAVE HIM IN AN IDEAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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POSITION TO FACILITATE FURTHER DIALOGUE WITH THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT. HE DEPARTS THIS WEEKEND 
FOR ROME AND IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO MONROVIA BEFORE TAKING 
UP HIS NEW ASSIGNMENT. 
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